arcuirecets Bjarke Ingels Group (design architect), DIALCG (architect of record), James K.M. Cheng Architects [advising architect)
tocanon Wanzouver, British Columbia

Vancouver House negotiares a difficulr site rrisected by the Granville
Bridge. The base of the vower is conditioned by two neighbouring ele-
ments, First, a 30-metre sethack from the bridge greatly curs down the
area of the site. Second, concerns for sunlight reaching an adjacent

park limit how far south the site can L'xp.'{nd. As a result, the fuutprint s
restricted to a 540-square-metre trian glu—almust too small to build on.

The tower ascends as a simple extrusion of this triangular footprint.
T]'url:_v metres above the bridge, it begins to reclaim the lost arca from
the setbacks by expanding into a rectangular floor plate, This gradual
cantilever protects residents at the lower levels from the noise, exhaust
and traffic of the bridge, Ar the higher levels—bevond the bridge’s
zone of influence—the massing maximizes real estate for the most
desirable apartments,

This moverment not unl_v turns the inefficient lri.‘m;_{ll: into an opti-
mized rl:l_'t:m;_(u]ar floor platu, but also frees Up 4 generous publ]c space
at the buildings base. The resultant silhouetre resembles a curtain being
drawn aside, welcoming people as they enter the city,

The 52-storey Vancowver House will house 375 residential units and
will be Vancouver's fourth tallest building when completed, The tower
is situated on a Y-storey podinm base, hovsing a mived-nse urban village
UffL'riuj_: 'ml:imal:ul}' scaled commercial, retail, recreational and publiu spaces.

Hc_\'und its role as the Jl:fining infrastructural clement of the site, the
Granville Bridge functions as an urban umbrella for the street life

underneath, Local artists will turn the underside of the bridge into
an outdoor gallery, ransforming the perception of this area as a new
form of public space, Whart used to be an unfortunare side effect

of a piece of infrastructure—the overpass—is re-envisaged as a vibrant
covered street for a reinvented neighbourhood.

The project targees both LEED Platinum and LEED Certification
for Neighborhood Development. Each facade nses high-performance,
triple-glazed insulating units and all balconies are fully insulated at the
top, bottom and slab edges, The envelope is designed to provide a 60-40
glazing-to-selid ratio,

The building's shape necessitares a unique structaral syseerm, Irwill
b the First project in Vancouver to employ vertical post-tensioning and
a robust walking-column system. Stepped columns merge as they move
towards the base of the building. Each offsct column induces lateral thrusts
into the horizontal, pust-tl:nsiunc\l slabs at cach Floor, which in turn trans-
fer this load to the core and to vertically post-tensioned shear walls.

Vancouver House'’s form is & result of its circumstances: a trisecred
site, existing infrastencture, and concerns for neighbouring buildings
and parks. City regularions were applied o the site and hidden oppor-
runities uncovered through analyzing current urban conditions, The
seulpural silhouette is not the result of formal excess, bue rather the
outcome of design and real estate optimization. The building
appears different because it performs and responds differently. 44
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